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OPINION AND ORDER 

 
 This matter comes before the Office of Administrative Hearings for consideration of 

Petitions for Special Hearing and Special Exception filed by the legal property owner, Green 

Spring Valley Hounds, Inc.  The Special Hearing was filed pursuant to Section 500.7 of the 

Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (“B.C.Z.R.”) to permit the existing Fox Hunting Club and 

property as a legal non-conforming use.  The Special Exception, pursuant to Section 1A01.2.C.2 

of the B.C.Z.R., is to permit an animal boarding place for private dog kennels which are being 

built to house the hunting dogs that have existed on this property since the 1920’s.   The subject 

property and requested relief are more fully described on the site plan that was marked and 

accepted into evidence as Petitioners’ Exhibit 1.   

 Appearing at the requisite public hearing in support of the Special Hearing and Special 

Exception requests were Franklin W. Foster, John W. Martin and Ned Halle, appearing and 

representing the Green Spring Valley Hounds, Inc., the owner of the property.  Mr. Bruce E. 

Doak, with Gerhold Cross & Etzel, Ltd., the professional land surveyor who prepared the site plan 

also attended the hearing.  There were no Protestants or other interested persons present at the 

hearing.     
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The Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC) comments were received and are made part of the 

record of this case.  There were no adverse comments from any of the County reviewing agencies. 

Testimony and evidence offered at the hearing demonstrated that the property which is the 

subject of this special hearing and special exception request consists of 168.26 acres more or less 

and is zoned RC 2.  The subject property is located on the southwest side of Mantua Mill Road in 

the Reisterstown area of Baltimore County.  The property is the home of the Green Spring Valley 

Hunt Club which has existed on the property since 1925.  The subject property is improved with 

many buildings including five residences some which are constructed as of single family 

dwellings and others just small apartments over barns or utility sheds, a stable area for horses, a 

large building which is used as a kennel for the many hounds that are kept on the property, and an 

original estate home which is now used as the club house for the Greenspring Valley Hounds, Inc. 

The locations of these structures are more particularly shown on the site plan submitted 

into evidence as Petitioner’s Exhibit 1 and the photo array of all of these structures were submitted 

into evidence as Petitioner’s Exhibit 2. 

Members of the Greenspring Valley Hounds, Inc. appeared at the hearing and provided 

testimony regarding the use of the property.  The testimony offered demonstrated that the property 

has been in open, continuous, and uninterrupted operation as a hunt club since 1925 until the 

present time.  The hunt club has operated on a yearly basis since that time.  Daily fox hunting 

occurs on the property beginning in July and ending in November on the entire 168 acre parcel of 

land.  In addition, some adjacent property owners also offer up their lands for purposes of fox 

hunting to the members of the Greenspring Valley Hunt Club.  However, it should be noted that 

no other properties are part of the special hearing and special exception requests before me except 

for the 168.26 acres owned by the Greenspring Valley Hounds, Inc.   
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The testimony further revealed that the hunt club is in need of replacing the dog kennel 

which currently exists on the property.  The dog kennel is many years old and it is need of 

replacement.  Repair is not an option as the building is very old and not worthy of further 

investment.  Therefore, the club has decided to raze the old kennel building and construct a new 

kennel building for the many hounds that are kept on the property.  Testimony revealed that at the 

present time there are 85 hounds and 12 puppies kept on site and at other times there can be as 

many as up to 125 hounds kept on the property.  The design of the new structure to be built on the 

property was submitted into evidence as Petitioner’s Exhibit 3 and shows a very detailed design 

and layout of a new kennel building which is very attractive in its architecture and will fit in nicely 

with the property.  When applying for a permit with the Department of Permits, Approvals and 

Inspections, the applicants were advised that the special exception would be necessary given the 

number of hounds kept on the property as well as a special hearing for approval of the overall use 

of a hunt club as that use has existed since 1925, but has never been given non-conforming status.   

As to the special exception request for the kennel, it should be noted that this is a private 

kennel which is only used to house the hounds that are used in the fox hunting which occurs on the 

property.  This not the type of animal boarding place wherein other members of the public could 

bring their animals for boarding purposes or kenneling.  The planners in the Zoning Office 

determined that it would be best to have a special exception approval for a kennel before the 

Office would approve the permit for the building.  In addition, since the 168 acres that is used by 

the hunt club is non-conforming, the owners deemed it in their best interest to also file the special 

hearing request to seek formal approval of this long standing non-conforming use. 

Further testimony revealed that the Greenspring Valley Hunt Club keeps many horses on 

site as well as the many hounds as stated previously.  Naturally, an operation of this nature 
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requires a great deal of maintenance and upkeep.  As stated previously, there are five residences 

about the property some of which are located within single family residences and others consisting 

of smaller apartment units.  These residential units provide housing for the workers whose job it is 

to care for and maintain the property.  These workers also care for and feed the dogs on a daily 

basis as well as exercise them about the property.  In addition, the horses must be groomed and fed 

as well as exercised about the property.  The grounds also need to be cut and maintained.  The 

photographs submitted into evidence show that the property is meticulously maintained.  This due 

of course to the efforts of the individuals that reside on the property.  The club also leases about 

50-60 acres to the Lippy Brothers for farming purposes.     

Other activities occur on the property that fall under the umbrella of this hunt club.  These 

activities include riding lessons for individuals who wish to compete and perform in the fox 

hunting endeavors.  There are also many meetings and parties held in the club house on the 

property as well as birthday parties and weddings for members and guests of the Greenspring 

Valley Hunt Club.  The club also operates a two week long summer camp for members and their 

children to learn to ride horses, all of which are accessory to and incidental to the operation of a 

hunt club.  These activities are all permitted to continue to occur on the property just as they have 

for the past 85 years.  These uses and other similar uses all come under the non-conforming 

umbrella of the Greenspring Valley Hunt Club and are a natural extension of that use. 

As stated previously, the owners of the property have filed special hearing relief to approve 

the non-conforming use of the property as a hunt club.  It was clear from the testimony and 

evidence presented that the property has been used continuously and uninterruptedly as a fox 

hunting club since 1925 until the present date.  Accordingly, the special hearing shall be granted.     
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As to the special exception request, I find that the request to constructed a kennel and to 

allow animal boarding to continue to exist on the property shall be approved.  This additional 

request for special exception might not be necessary given the fact that the hounds are a natural 

part of the hunt club non-conforming use which has been approved pursuant to this Order.  

However, at the suggestion of the planners in the Permit Office and out of an abundance of 

caution, the applicants have filed the special exception request for the new kennel building which 

is to be built on the property.  I further find that the granting of this special exception for this 

private kennel will not be detrimental to the primary agricultural uses in the vicinity of this 

property.   

 THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED this ___13___ day of June, 2011, by this Administrative 

Law Judge, that Petitioner’s request for Special Hearing relief filed pursuant to Section 500.7 of 

the Baltimore County Zoning Regulations (“B.C.Z.R.”) to permit the existing Fox Hunting Club 

and property as a legal non-conforming use, be and is hereby GRANTED; and 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Special Exception request pursuant to Section 

1A01.2.C.2 of the B.C.Z.R., is to permit an animal boarding place for private dog kennels 

pursuant to fox hunting dating back to the 1800's, be and is hereby GRANTED.    

Any appeal of this decision must be made within thirty (30) days of the date of this Order. 

 
 

 
 

_______Signed_________ 
TIMOTHY M. KOTROCO 
Administrative Law Judge 
for Baltimore County 
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