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FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
 This matter comes before the Office of Administrative Hearings for consideration of a 

Petition for Variance filed by the legal owners of the subject property, John and Lisa Tsigounis. 

Petitioners are requesting Variance relief from Section 1B02.3.C.1 of the Baltimore County Zoning 

Regulations (“B.C.Z.R.”) to permit an existing dwelling with a side yard setback of 7.5 feet in lieu 

of the minimum required 10 feet.  The subject property and requested relief are more fully described 

on the site plan that was marked and accepted into evidence as Petitioners’ Exhibit 1.   

 Appearing at the requisite public hearing in support of the variance request was Petitioner 

John Tsigounis.  Mr. Tsigounis indicated that he worked for many years as a Baltimore County 

Code Inspector, but was now retired.   

It should be noted that this matter came before me as a result of a complaint registered with 

the Code Enforcement Division of the Department of Permits and Development Management1.  A 

Code Inspections and Enforcement Correction Notice was issued to Petitioners on October 4, 2010 

for not obtaining a permit for stairs on the side of the house and failure to obtain the required 

inspections.  Hence, Petitioner filed the instant request for a variance to rectify some – but not all – 

of the deficiencies listed on the Correction Notice.   

                                                 
1 Case No: CO-85057 



 Testimony and evidence offered revealed that the subject property is rectangular in shape, 

contains 7,250 square feet and is improved with the Petitioner’s existing 1½ story dwelling 

containing 1,314 square feet.   

 The Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC) comments were received and are made part of the 

record of this case.  The comments indicate no opposition or other recommendations concerning the 

requested relief.  In addition, no letters of opposition were received by this Office, and no 

Protestants or opponents appeared at the public hearing. 

 Based upon the testimony and evidence presented, I am persuaded to grant the request for 

variance relief.  I find special circumstances or conditions exist that are peculiar to the land or 

structure which is the subject of the variance request.  I also find that strict compliance with the 

B.C.Z.R. would result in practical difficulty or unreasonable hardship upon Petitioner.  Specifically, 

Petitioner Mr. Tsigounis testified that his home was constructed in the 1940s, and that the interior 

stairs providing access to the second level of the home has a 90 degree bend in them which makes it 

nearly impossible for furniture or other large objects to be moved to the second story of the home.  

Petitioner explained that he had recently constructed a new second story canopy on the home, and 

constructed what is in essence a well appointed master bedroom suite on that floor.  The Petitioner 

testified that without the recently constructed stairs to the second floor, he would be unable to move 

furniture or other belongings into the recently expanded second story living space.  Finally, the 

Petitioner presented evidence that at 48 years of age he is medically disabled, and that it is very 

difficult for him to access the second story of his home by way of the tight and narrow interior 

stairs.   
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 Finally, I find that the variance can be granted in harmony with the spirit and intent of the 

B.C.Z.R., and in such manner as to grant relief without injury to the public health, safety, and 

general welfare.   

 Pursuant to the advertisement, posting of the property, and public hearing on this petition 

held, and after considering the testimony and evidence offered, I find that Petitioners’ variance 

request should be GRANTED. 

 THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED this  2nd  day of February, 2011 by this Administrative 

Law Judge that Petitioners’ Variance request from Section 1B02.3.C.1 of the Baltimore County 

Zoning Regulations (“B.C.Z.R.”) to permit an existing dwelling with a side yard setback of 7.5 feet 

in lieu of the minimum required 10 feet be and is hereby GRANTED, subject to the following: 

1. Petitioners may apply for permits and be granted same upon receipt of this Order; however, 
Petitioners are hereby made aware that proceeding at this time is at their own risk until such 
time as the 30-day appellate process from this Order has expired.  If, for whatever reason, 
this Order is reversed, Petitioners would be required to return, and be responsible for 
returning, said property to its original condition. 

 
2. This grant of variance relief has resolved some, but not all, of the deficiencies noted on the 

Correction Notice in Case #CO-85057.  Petitioner was informed that he needed to resolve to 
the Department of Permits, Inspections and Applications’ satisfaction the remaining items 
noted on the Correction Notice. 

 
 
 Any appeal of this decision must be made within thirty (30) days of the date of this Order. 

 
 
 
 
 

____SIGNED________ 
JOHN E. BEVERUNGEN 
Administrative Law Judge 
for Baltimore County 
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