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OPINION

This case comes to the Board of Appeals from the deniat of a reserved handicapped parking
space at 7819 St. Patricia Lane, Baltimore, Maryland, 21222, by the Baltimore County Division of Traffic .
Engineering in a letter dated June 22, 2009 to Mr. Sidney R. Hyatt, Assistant Manager of Investigative -
and Security Division, Motor Vehicle Administration. A copy of the denial letter was sent to Mr. Collins ;
with a copy of the County Policy regarding handicapped parking spaccs.

A public hearing was held on Tuesday, November 3, 2009. Baltimore County was represented by
James Gullivan, Traffic Inspeetor of the Division of Traffic Engineering, Mr. Collins represented
liimself.

Mr. James Gullivan testificd that his office received an application and letter dated June 15, 2009
from the Motor Vehicle Administration (MVA) concerning the request for a handicapped parking space
for Mr. Collins. (County Ex. 1). The County indicated that, on the basis of the State’s linding that Mr.
Collins was disabled, the County was not contesting his medical disability.

Mr. Gullivan made a visit to the Collins’ home on June 18, 2009. He stated that the home is
located in Dundalk arca of Ballimore County known as Middle River. The home is located in the middle
of a row of homes on St. Patricia Lane. Mr, Gullivan took a photograph of the rear of the home on his
vistt. (County Ex. 2). Mr, Gullivan stated that the front of the property contained one (1) step from the
curb; plus four (4) wide steps leading up to the front poreh steps; and then seven (7) steps from the yvard to

the front porch.  Mr. Gullivan stated that he was unable to view any steps leading to the rear door of the
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home nor any handrails because the back porch and patio were enclosed. However, one (1) step from the !
backyard into the rear enelosure was visible,

Photographs in cvidence (Appellant Ex. 1E and 1F and County Ex. 2) of the rear of the property
shows a paved parking pad surrounded by a picket fenee with a gate, large enough for an automobile to
enter and exit the parking pad. Along the sides of the back yard arc trash cans, an air conditioning unit |
and clothes line poles. (Appellant’s Exh. 1B and 1D).

Mr. Gullivan stated that, as a result of his investigation, his agency denicd the application for the |
parking space on the basis of Item 3B of the Baltimore County Parking Policy on Reserved Parking -
Spaces which states:

(B) A reserved on-strect parking space will not be authorized for any applicant whose

property has a self-contained off-strect parking area or where off-street parking is

provided to the applicant by privatc sources. This item shall apply to all properties

regardless of the time they were built or subdivided. (The property shall be considered to

have an available off-strect parking arca if the aforementioned area existed at the time

that the applicant purchascd or moved info the property or if it was ntade available at any

subsequent time. If a parking pad, driveway, concrete ribbons, garage, soil stabilized

area, cte., was removed or made inaccessible at any time afler the applicant purehased or

moved into the property, the parking arca shall stiil be considered to exist for puiposes of

this policy.

Mr. Collins admitted that he could park his car on the parking pad in the back yard.
However, he testified that it is not casy to get in and out of his Crown Victoria duc {o the
location of the trash cans, clothes line polcs and air conditioning unit along the sides of the yard.
Additionally the back porch cnclosure cncompasscs a good part of the back yard.

Decision
In order to rcversc a decision of the Baltimore County Traffic Division with respeet to

handicapped parking spaccs, the Board of Appeals must find that the Applicant mcets all of the following

conditions as required by the Baltimore County Policy on Rescrved Parking Spaces:
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(A) The applicant and/or their houschold has taken all reasonable measurcs to make the
off-strect parking arca usable and available to the disabled applicant.

(B) The disability of the applicant is of such a scvere degree that an cxtremc hardship
would exist if the applicant were to use the available off-street parking.

(C) The approval of a reserved on-strect space is detcrmined to be one of medical i
nceessity and not one ol mere convenicnice for the applicant.

(D) The hardships placed on the applicant’s ncighbors by reserving an exclusive on-

strcet space for the applicant is outweighed by the hardship that would be placed on the

applicant if the space were not approved.

After reviewing all of the testimony and evidence presented, the Board has determined that the .
decision of the Bureau of Traffic Enginecring should be upheld and that the application for handicapped :
parking space should be denied.

The Board finds that there is a parking pad in the rear of the home which is available for parking. -
The fact that Mr. Collins chooses to locate his trash cans, air conditioning unit and clothes line poles in
the rear yard, plus the fact that he drives a large automobile, coupled with his addition of the rear patio
enclosurc does not make his rcquest meritorious under Baltimore County Policy on Reserved Parking
Spaces for Persons with Physical Disabilities (the “Poliey™). It is elear that his request is solely for his f
convenience and not for fnedical nceessity.

turther, there was no evidence presented by Mr. Collins that he tried to make the rear parking pad
usable and available. There was no evidence presented by Mr. Collins as to any impact in that his
neighbors as to the impact of a handicap parking space for Mr. Collins. The Board finds that the evidence -

did not meet any of the exceptions under the Policy.

ORDER

o b/lamm(?,f |
THEREFORE, IT IS THIS day of . 2010 by the County Board of

Appeals of Baltimore County,
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ORDERED that the decision of the Division of Traffic Engincering in Case No. CBA-10-001 be

and the same is hercby AFFIRMED; and it is furthered

ORDERED that the application of Dennis L. Collins, Sr. for a reserved handicapped parking

space at 7819 St Patricia Lane, Baltimore, MD 21222 be and the same is hereby DENIED.
Any petition for judicial review from this decision must be made in accordance with Rule 7-

201 through Rule 7-210 of the Maryland Rules.
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